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Library Assistants' Network Meeting 19 March, 2012

What’s going on in Schools during the National Year of Reading (NYoR)?

Author Visits

Several schools are engaging authors to speak or work with their students this year.  Other schools may like to explore the possibility of adding on an extra day to some of these visits and sharing the cost of airfares.
Below are listed the authors that we are currently aware of visiting Cairns:-

	Archie Fusillo 

Dates TBA

http://bookedout.com.au/find-a-speaker/author/archie-fusillo/ 

Bookings are through:-

“Booked Out” Tel: 03 98240177 

St Andrews College, 

Redlynch – Contact 
Virginia O’Dea
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	Phil Kettle 
(to be confirmed)
http://www.philkettle.com/ 

Bookings 

SpeakersInk
E-mail: info@speakers-ink.com.au  

Phone: 1300-979-465



	John Heffernan 

18 October, 2012 St Joseph’s Parramatta, contact Sandy Stephens 

Bookings are through:-

 “Booked Out” 
Tel: 03 98240177 
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Carole Wilkinson 
Wed 24 – Sat 27, October

http://www.carolewilkinson.com.au/about/ 


	  Image used with permission
Catholic Education Services together with Cairns, Cassowary Coast and Tablelands Council Libraries, and Education Queensland, will be bringing Caroline Wilkinson to the region for 4 days during October this year.
Caroline will likely be in Atherton, Mareeba, Mossman, Cairns and Innisfail.  Her visits will be shared between Public Libraries, Education Queensland and Catholic school libraries. 
For bookings E-mail: info@speakers-ink.com.au  Phone: 1300-979-465


Authors are also available for Virtual Visits ( Skype) by booking with SpeakersInk http://www.speakers-ink.com.au/
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Other Ideas and Activities Shared
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In-house Book Recommendations 
(St Mary’s School Library)

A simple idea that is paying benefits … personal book recommendations on sticky notes are placed on books and are successfully tempting other students to read.

Ebook Reading 
(St Gerard Majella)

Making free ebooks available for reading in the library for students at lunchtimes. 
(See also http://www.wegivebooks.org

HYPERLINK "http://www.wegivebooks.org/"/)
Books to Movies 
(St Gerard Majella)

This term the library has had multiple screenings at lunchtimes of  “Fantastic Flying Book of Mr Morris Lessmore” (Run time 15mins)

“Inspired, in equal measures, by Hurricane Katrina, Buster Keaton, The Wizard of Oz, and a love for books, The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris Lessmore is a poignant, humorous allegory about the curative powers of story. Using a variety of techniques (miniatures, computer animation, 2D animation) award winning author/ illustrator William Joyce and Co-director Brandon Oldenburg present a hybrid style of animation that harkens back to silent films and MGM Technicolor musicals. Morris Lessmore is old fashioned and cutting edge at the same time.”

‘Read Aloud’ 
(Our Lady Help of Christians)

OLHOC and several other schools have regular book reading sessions by invited school community members, staff members and high profile guests.

World Read Aloud Day 
(St Andrews via Verdi Reid)

http://litworld.org/worldreadaloudday
St Andrew’s Junior School Library recently celebrated World Read Aloud Day.  A soap box (a wooden pineapple crate) was placed outside the library, with appropriate signage inviting students during breaks to step up and read a story or part of a story out loud (in town crier fashion) to anyone keen to hear it.  The ‘soap box’ was such a hit that students are still pulling it out and standing up to read stories aloud in the Junior Library.  

Verdi Reid (Teacher Librarian) encourages other schools to give it a go even though World Read Aloud Day has passed, as the flow on effects of students wanting to borrow the books that have been read aloud has been great.

Competition (shared Mother of Good Counsel School)
“Australian Greatest Reading Super Hero” Scholastic (Competition 25 words or less – prizes included technology and books)

http://scholastic.com.au/minisites/readingsuperhero/ 

Post Ed & NYoR
The Cairns Post – Post Ed  (shared by St Francis Xavier School)

Post Ed will have multiple competitions and features focusing on NYoR this year.

Post Ed Photography Competition
This year the PostEd photography competition is entitled “Reading with a Friend”.  Students are invited to be creative and submit a photograph to suit the theme, and be in the running for a great prize.  Commendable photographs will be featured during Term 2 in Post Ed.

Feature Articles, Book Reviews, Letters to the Editor in Post Ed
Teachers are invited to send in their students’ new articles, feature articles, letters to the editor and photographs for Post Ed.  Students are also invited to become book reviewers for Post Ed. Margaret Ashworth is happy to deliver new books for review if you have students who are keen.

If published, the students are automatically entered in the Newspapers in Education (NiE) competitions judged at the end of October.   At the NiE Awards Ceremony winners are presented with awards for the various sections of Post Ed.   This year the NiE Awards will be held on Tuesday, November 13 at Tropical North Queensland TAFE, Tropics Restaurant.

What's Working Well in 
New Library Spaces?

Link to photographs of some of our school libraries

http://www.flickr.com/photos/60399258@N00/sets/ 

Teacher Reference
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At OLHOC,  teacher reference has been organized into colour coded pamphlet boxes, in broad dewey order.  This system is working well making the resources easier to access and locate for teaching staff.
Displays
A number of schools have used the display system by OZ Frame and are pleased with the result.   Susie Dickson (MOGC) is currently investigating pricing by other suppliers of a similar system.

Shelving Idea Using Book Ends (MOGC)
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On sloping shelves, book ends are used to contain and allow series books to be shelved face out. This set up is  accommodating more books than the commercial 
zig zag shelving. 
Book Ends
BIG W sell book ends approximately 4 for $10.
Magpies 'The Source' Database Subscription

This is a very useful database to find literature to support delivery of the Australian English Curriculum.  
Please bring this database to the attention of your teachers.

The Source is a subject guide to children's literature: books, short stories, traditional literature and poetry from around the world with an emphasis on Australian and New Zealand literature.
Go to http://www.magpies.net.au/ and click on 'The Source'

Username : cescairns
Pasword: magpies
Online Presenter – Tony Ford Libcode Library Systems

Tony Ford shared some of the new and old features of the Online Catalogue. Please note the ‘new email button’ (on right hand side above admin menu) allows you to email any page from the online catalogue to teachers. 
Google Safe Subject Search

CMEweb has the facility to direct students to a ‘google safe search’ of subjects being searched. 

Catalogued Websites

SCIS catalogued websites are available via the Websites Catalogue.

See References

Library assistants are encouraged to use the Thesaurus to add ‘see references’ for students. E.g. students are more likely to look up words like chooks, hens or chickens instead of the standard subject heading Poultry.  ‘See references’ can be added to make sure that student requests for information return successful hits.

Some examples:-
Chickens --> Poultry
Cars --> Motor cars
Racing cars --> Motor car racing
Ancient Egypt ( Egypt - Antiquities
Ancient Egyptian civilisation --> Egypt - History - To 332 B.C.
For instructions on how to add a ‘see reference’ visit the online help manual or click here

Adding a Non-Valid Subject Heading - See Reference
ScOT – Schools Online Thesaurus

In an attempt to simplify subject headings used in cataloguing ScOT has been created.  For an explanation of ScOT go to http://scot.curriculum.edu.au/what_is_scot.html 

Using the front end of your online catalogue as another avenue for promotion.

A couple of examples:-

St Francis de Sales

http://stfdssc.twbceo.cmeweb.libcode.com.au/ 

Atherton SHS

http://athertonshs.cmeweb.libcode.com.au/ 
Feedback is called for by Libcode, on ways to enhance the library search experience.
Ideas on the table at the moment:-

“Citation details” are schools interested in LibCode using this function (Harvard)?  This option would provide students with the bibliographic details required to create reference lists for assignments/assessment tasks.

‘Widgets’ for the front end of your online library catalogue? 
Libcode is considering making it possible to add ‘widgets’ to the home page of the catalogue e.g links to reference type resources/databases e.g. State Library
The concept is similar to igoogle which is a customizable home page you set up for yourself http://www.google.com/ig It brings in feeds / updates from other websites that you request.  

Statistics
Access to ‘collection statistics’ and ‘borrower statistics’.  

Libcode are working on an option for converting the tables into graphs for easier comparison of data.  

Books that have been used in the library – but require re-shelving should also be returned through circulation to give a truer picture of the daily statistics. This will be a function in the new software. Click here for further statistics instructions 

The slides used at the Network Meeting are available on this web page.
Photo Credit : Shh… Enjoy
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